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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE PREY eddie for publiſhing this 
Ordination-Service, is the Requeſt of the 
| reſpettable Society, before whom it was delivered. 
It is, however, hoped, that the publication will 
not be thought unſeaſonable, and that it may be 
of uſe, to remind Chriſtian Miniſters and People, 
in general, of their mutual duties, and to engage 
_ Proteſtant Diſſenters, in particular, to a manly 
| and ſpirited attention to their common Intereſts. 5 


Type Author of the Sermon is ſenſible that his 
ſubjeft merited, eſpecially at the preſent time, a 
more full and minute diſcuſſion than the uſual 1 
limits of a pulpit-diſcourſe would admit of; and 
begs leave to refer his readers, for a more par- 
_ ticular account of the principles and character of 
| Difſenters, both with reſpect to religion and 
civil government, to Dr. PritEsTLEY's View of 
| the Principles and Conduct of the Proteſtant 8 
Diſſenters. 5 5 
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1 PETER ii. 17. 


LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD. 


O apply the ſpeculations of philo- 
ſophy to the regulation of human 
life and manners, is no eaſy taſk. 
The theories which are formed 
in the cloſets of the ſtudious, are commonly 


of ſo refined and abſtracted a nature, and ſo | 


remote from the general feelings and experi- 


ence of mankind, as to be above the com- 


prehenſion of the multitude, and of little uſe. 
in 1 practice. 
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Tux modern dotrine reſpecting univerſal 


benevolence, that it is our duty to loſe all 


inferior attachments in a regard to the gene- 
ral good, and to ſuppreſs the feelings of ſelf- 
love, domeſtic affection, friendſhip and patri- 
otiſm, in order to leave full ſcope for the 
_ exertion of the ſuperior and more enlarged 
principle of philanthropy ; however rational 
and ſublime it may appear in ſpeculation, 
is by no means adapted to the ideas and capa- 
cities of the generality of mankind, and per- 
haps will be found, upon examination, in- 
conſiſtent with the preſent condition of our 


* 


Ix a mind capable of graſping at one ſurvey 
the whole extent of the univerſe, and of 
obſerving at the ſame inſtant, not only the 
ſeveral ſpecies of percipient beings, but the 


nature and circumſtances of each individual, 


the emotions and affections of benevolence 
may be ſuppoſed at once to operate without 
limitation or reſtraint towards every being 


capable of happineſs. But, ſince it is impoſ- 
ſible that any paſſion can be excited but by 


ſome object diſtinctly ee man, whoſe 
ſenſes 
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ſenſes and imagination are extremely limited 


In their operations, can only exerciſe the feel-" 
ings of benevolence towards thoſe few objects, 
which either come under his immediate no- 

tice, or are made viſible to his mind by the 
power of fancy. Every attempt to extend 
the benevolent affections of the human heart 
beyond theſe bounds, is a fruitleſs effort to 
7 ſtep beyond the JO of our 7 


Nature. | 


— ſpeck of felf-love, = implying 


the deſire of objects capable of affording us 
the perceptions of enjoyment ; of natural af- 


fection, as it appears in the inſtinctive bond 


of union between the parent and the child; of : 
: friendſhip and love, as they ſubſiſt between 
individuals of the human ſpecies, or of pa- 


triotiſm, as it prompts men to employ them- 
ſelves with heroic ardor in defence of their 


country; we have diſtinct ideas of ſeveral 


emotions and paſſions, which riſe in the 


breaſt, and become immediate ſprings of aCti- 
on. But when we conſider love as directed 
towards the whole human race, and ſtill 
more when we conſider it as exerciſed upon 


B 2 a univerſe 
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1 univerſe of beings, we perceive that, for 


want of a diſtinct object, every degree of paſ- 


ſion or emotion is loſt in a tranquil contem- 


plation of the happineſs of the creation, and 


in a moral conviction of our obligations to 


extend our beneficent offices as far as we are 
able principles, which in the preſent ſtate 


of human nature, are incapable of operating : 


with ſufficient force, to bring the virtues of 
ſocial lite to their full maturity. 


: Hines it appears, that thoſe who have 


| depreciated the moral merit of thoſe benevo- 


lent affections which are directed to particular 


objects, and repreſented it as the conſumma- 
tion of virtue, to which chriſtianity is intend- 
ed to conduct us, to riſe above the tender 
partialities and warm attachments which uſu- 


ally take place in ſociety, have formed a 
ſyſtem of morals inconſiſtent with the conſti- 


tution of human nature, and conſequently 


with true philoſophy. Though it be indiſ- 


putably true, that univerſal benevolence is a 


virtue, and a virtue of the higheſt order; 


It is by no means a virtue inconſiſtent with 


thoſe gene affections which are more 
limited 


1 5) 
limited in their objects. To ſubſtitute this 


principle in the place of © the dear charities of 
father, brother, friend,” would not only be to 

deprive us of many of the ſweeteſt pleaſures 
of life, but to deſtroy ſome of the moſt fruit- 
ful ſources of whatever is amiable, reſpectable, 
and uſeful in human characters. 


oO the ground of theſe remarks, I ven- 


ture without heſitation to reject as deſtitute 
of all foundation in reaſon and nature, the 
_ doctrine of thoſe modern refiners in morals - 
and theology who admit © no habit or action 
1nto their roll of virtues which has not for 


its object the univerſal welfare of mankind, 


independent of, and even contrary to, all the 


partial attachments to individuals, which are 
formed from the ties of blood, neighbour- 


hood, friendſhip, opinion and country :” * 
and I think myſelf fully juſtified in under- 
| ſtanding the apoſtolic precept, © Love the 
| brotherhood,” and others of a ſimilar nature, 


* See Dr. Cooper's Sermon on the Three Principal 
Revelations, preached at Cambridge, and Jenyns on 
the Internal Evidence of the Chriſtian Religion. 
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in their moſt plain and obvious ſenſe, as en- 
5 joining the free exerciſe of the benevolent 
affections among chriſtian brethren; and, by 
| a parity of reaſoning, as inculcating a friendly 


attachment to each other, and a zealous atten- 
tion to their common intereſts, upon all thoſe, 


among whom the profeſſion of the ſame gene- 
ral principles of religion has formed a natural 
: bond of union. 


13 SHALL therefare, without farther apology, 


conſider the exhortation, © Love the bro- 


therhood, as applicable to that diſtin& body 
of chriſtians, of which we profeſs ourſelves 


members, and which is known by the appel- 


lation of Proteſtant Diſſenters: and ſhall, in 
the ſequel, briefly unfold thoſe common prin- 


ciples which ought to be regarded as the | 


ground of a general alliance amongſt us, and 5 
explain the nature and obligations of the du- 


ties which belong to the Proteſtant Diſſenter as 


ſuch. 


Az sr the diverſity of opinions and taſtes 
which have prevailed among Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, from their firſt ſeparation from the 

eſtabliſhed 
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eftabliſhed church to this day, it would per- 


haps be in vain to ſearch for any one principle, 


which all have admitted as the common ground 

of diſſent, and the common bond of union. 
Different views of the nature and extent of re- 

ligious liberty, and different ideas of the chriſ- 


tian ſyſtem, have unavoidably produced, a- 
mong the ſeveral ſects of Diſſenters, a conſide- 


rable diverſity in the motives which have oc- 
caſioned their ſeparation. 


Tan firſt 8 and Nonconformiſts ſeem | 


in general to have had very obſcure and con- 


tracted ideas concerning the right of private 


judgment, and little inclination to depart from 
the popular ſyſtem of religious faith. They 
ſeem to have ſeparated from the Church of 
England, rather from a diſlike to its rites and 
. Ceremonies, and from an averſion (perhaps 
too haſtily admitted and indulged beyond rea- 
ſonable bounds) to every addreſs to the ſenſes 


or imagination in the forms of religion, than 


from enlarged principles of toleration, o or a 
3 liberal ſpirit of i iir. 


| Moran Diſſenters, eſpecially thoſe who 
B & -- have 


whatever to interpoſe in religious concerns, 


Z _ 1 
| have adopted what are uſually called free opi- 
= nions, have deſerted this ground, as either 
5 wholly untenable, or not in itſelf of ſufficient 
| ſtrength to ſupport their cauſe; and have cho- 
1 ſen to reſt it chiefly on the natural right which 
10} every man poſſeſſes, of framing his ſyſtem of 
1 religious faith, and chooſing his form of reli- 
1 gious worſhip for himſelf— a right which in 
1 their opinion cannot be given up into the 
it hands of the civil magiſtrate, without betray- 
2 158 gi a4 E, thou 4 
[ 0 ing the cauſe of truth and religion. 
11 Maxx have carried this point ſo far as to 
1 | aſſert, that the civil power ought in no caſe | 


| it and that every kind of religious eſtabliſhment 
if 1s inconſiſtent with the nature of religion and 
{ _ unfriendly to its intereſts. They have main- 
| tained and as far as experience is to determine 
{ the queſtion, not without the appearance of 
| truth—that © all eſtabliſhments of particular 
[1 | ſyſtems of faith, with civil emoluments annex- 
! ed, do inconceivable miſchief, by turning re- 
|  ligion into a trade, by engendering ſtrife and 
J perſecution, by forming hypocrites, by ob- 
14 n the progreſs of truth, and fettering 
| and 
' | 
| 
14 


„„ i Ld 

and perverting the human mind.“ But others 
are of opinion, that the proſperity of civil ſo- 
ciety depends ſo much upon the prevalence of 
religious principles, that it is an object of 
great importance in civil government to pro- 
vide for their encouragement and ſupport; 
that this may be done moſt effectually, by 


giving the ſanction of authority to ſome one 


form of religion, at the ſame time allowing 
unlimited toleration to every other; and that 

it would not be difficult to frame a public re- 
ligious inſtitution on ſo liberal and compre- 
henſive a plan, as to avoid moſt of the incon- 
veniences which have hitherto attended eſta- 
bliſhments. All Diſſenters, however, who 
are ſuch from principle, whatever opinion they 
entertain concerning the utility of a national 
eſtabliſhment, are agreed in acknowledging 
the right of every individual to judge and act 
for himſelf in matters of religion; and in aſ- 
ſerting the obligation of civil governors to 
protect their ſubjects in the enjoyment of this 
natural and unalienable right, while they do 
not ſo far abuſe their liberty, as to employ it 


»pPalez's Obſervations on Civil Liberty, Preface, 
1 1 1 b 
| in 


_—_ 
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in * the peace and good order of the 


community. 


On this ground we claim a 2 of exa- 


mining, with decent freedom, the eſtabliſhed 
form of religion. In the courſe of this exami- 
nation we meet with many particulars, which 
not only lie open to cenſure from the critic 
and the philoſopher — in things of this kind 
it would be eaſy to acquieſce, where the ge- 


neral taſte muſt be conſulted, and the general 


| good is the object — but which are directly 
_ contrary to our moſt obvious and clearly eſta- 
bliſhed principles of religion, and inconſiſtent 


with our fundamental ideas concerning the 
worſhip due to the Supreme Being. While 


theſe eſſential defects remain, we think our- 
ſelves juſtified in peaceably ſeparating from 
the eſtabliſhed church, and adopting a form 


of religion more agreeable to our own views, 


and conſequently, with reſpect to us at leaſt, 
better adapted to anſwer the ends of moral and 
, religious improvement. 


. this, we would by no means be 


underſtood to cenſure thoſe, who, on any prin- 


ciples 


| (6% 
ples which erer latin 66 he ay. 
minds, profeſs the public ſyſtem of faith, and 
adhere to the eſtabliſhed forms of worſhip, 
We only claim for ourſelves that liberty, 


which we are heartily diſpoſed to allow in its 


full extent to others. And while the cauſes 
of our ſeparation are ſuffered to continue, we 
will preſume, that the more judicious and can- 
did even of the church from which we ſeparate 
will not think us deſerving of cenſure; we 
will aſſure ourſelves, that we ſhall be juſtified 
not only to our own minds, but to the world, 
if with ſuch important common intereſts to 
ſupport, we maintain a mutual attachment, 
| and cc love the brotherhood.“ 


Tuxkx is one point of view in which the 
cauſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters muſt, I think, 


appear reſpectable to all good men; I mean 


as it is favourable to the unreſtrained inveſti- 


gation, and the undiſguiſed profeſſion of the 


truth. Perhaps it would be difficult to erect 


an eſtabliſhment on ſo broad a baſe, as not to : 


lay ſome diſcouraging reſtrictions upon free 
hir, and caſt ſome temptation in the way 
of 
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of its members to give their own vn judgment 4 


particular bias, or to conceal their real opini- 
ons from the public eye: at leaſt this has al- 
ways been the caſe in every religious eſtabliſh- 
ment hitherto formed. But, among Diſſen- 
ters, whoſe fundamental principle is the right 


of private judgment, it would be a ſhameful 


inconſiſtency, if every reſtraint were not re- 
moved, — if all poſſible encouragement were 
not given to the free diſcuſſion of every im- 
portant ſubject in religion and morals. It is 


therefore reaſonable, at leaſt in theory, to ex- 


pect that among them prejudice and bigotry 
ſhould meet with no quarter, and knowledge 
ſhould make an eaſy and rapid progreſs. It 
may fairly be expected that Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by rational opi- 
nions, manly views, and generous princi- 
ples. And, though ſome diſagreeable facts 
contradict theſe probable expectations, their 
general body may, I truſt, deſervedly be con- 
ſidered as friends to free inquiry, and their 
common cauſe as intimately connected with 
5 that of ſcience and truth, and conſequently 


with 


4-448) 
with the i improvement and happineſs of m man- 
* ; 


_ Tran liberal ſpirit of inquiry which is the 
natural reſult of our principles as Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, is of peculiar importance to the 
ſupport and propagation of genuine Chriſtiani- 
ty. It has been for want of this ſpirit, that 
the rational and divine inſtitution of religion 
_ eſtabliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt the great Teacher 

| ſent from God, was ſo early debaſed by fo- 
| reign mixtures ; and that ſo many of the cor- 
ruptions which 1gnorance and ſuperſtition have 
from time to time introduced into the chriſtian : 
ſyſtem, have been ſuffered to remain. To 
correct theſe errors, and reſtore chriſtianity | 
to its original ſimplicity, and hereby render 
it in the higheſt degree beneficial to man- 
kind, is a laudable and glorious deſign: it is 


a a deſign, in the accompliſhment of which 


_ chriſtians of every denomination ought hear- 


tily to unite. We may however expect that 


it will be undertaken with the greateſt ardor, 
and purſued with the faireſt proſpect of ſucceſs, | 
by thoſe who diſclaiming all human authority 

in gens faith, can Judge and ſpeak with 


perfect 


Cw * 


perfect frevdben on ſubjects of doubtful "Ru 
lation. And from the judicious and ſucceſs- 
ful attempts which have already been made 
for this purpoſe by the advocates of our holy 
religion, we are encouraged to expect, that its 
true nature and ſpirit will in time be univerſal- 
ly underſtood, and that, notwithſtanding all 
the oppoſition which intereſted prieſts and ig- 
norant bigots are daily making to the progreſs 
of the truth as it is in Jeſus, the time will 
come when “ pure religion and undefiled ® 


ſhall every where ters 


We have FERN my ben two gland ob- 


jects of attention as Proteſtant Diſſenters, the 
ſupport of the right of private judgment, and 
the advancement of moral and religious know 
ledge in the world. Amidſt all the diverſity 

of our opinions on ſubjects of ſpeculation, 
theſe important objects ought to form an in- 
ſeparable bond of union amongſt us, and en- 
gage us to a zealous attention to our common 
intereſts, and a warm attachment to each other 4 
as brethren. 


Ir! is an intereſting 1015 of i inquiry, to what 
| | cauſes 


„C 

cauſes it has been owing, that theſe objects 

have of late been ſo much diſregarded — that, 
notwithſtanding the intereſting nature and 

- manifeſt obligations of our principles, a ſpirit 
of indifference to our common cauſe has been 


ſo prevalent amongſt us? Whence is it that 


we ſo often ſee Diſſenters growing aſhamed of 


| the alliance into which they have been thrown 


| by birth and education; treating with diſre- 8 ; 
ſpect the little flock to which they belong; 


contributing with a ſparing and reluctant hand 


to the ſupport of the public offices of religion 
among them, and at laſt relinquiſhing a con- 
nexion, which they have found, or fancied, to 
be diſreputable and unprofitable ? = 


Tar explanation which ſuch perſons would 
probably give of the principles of their own 
conduct is, that they have been ſo fortunate 
as to acquire a liberal turn of mind, which has 
raiſed them above the prejudices of education, 
and enabled them to regard all religious ſects 
with equal indifference, as alike the offspring 
of ignorance and bigotry. But poſſibly it may 
be found upon examination, that all this fair 
appearance of freedom and candour, is nothing 
„„ more 
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. more than that indifference which i is the natu- 
ral effect of inattention. Perhaps the only 
reaſon why they are not ſteady and zealous 
Diſſenters is, that they are unacquainted with 

the true nature and obligation of the princi- 
ples of diſſent. At leaſt this is no very im- 
probable ſuppoſition. For among ſectaries of 
all kinds, there are not a few who, having 
never examined either the general grounds of 


diſſent, or the particular tenets of the ſect to 


which they belong, are Diſſenters, and Diſſen- 


ters of this or that perſuaſion, for the ſame 


reaſon for which they might have belonged to 


any ſect or any church under heaven becauſe 


their fathers were of the ſame profeſſion before 
them. Perhaps in ſome inſtances we ſhall 


find reaſon to ſuſpect, that their indifference 


originates in ſtill worſe principles; and that, 
far from being actuated by a ſpirit of modera- 


tion and catholiciſm, or by that rational con- 
viction which is the reſult of free inquiry, 
they are induced to neglect and deſert the 


cauſe which their anceſtors ſupported, merely 
from motives of avarice, or vanity. 


 MopzrarioN | is an excellent quality. 2 
mong 


mong creatures ſo fallible and ignorant as we 
are, it is a virtue of the moſt important uſe. 
I ſhall not be ſuſpected of intending to depre- 
ciate the value, or to recommend any princi- 
ple inconſiſtent with the exerciſe, of this chriſ- 
tian ſpirit. But let us not ſo far miſtake th 
nature of this virtue as to ſubſtitute in its ſtead 
that torpid languor, and ſpiritleſs indifference, 
which indicate the want of all ſettled princi- 
ples, and are deſtructive of all vigorous exer- 
tions. In order to avoid an illiberal and bi- 


gotted attachment to a ſyſtem, it is by no 


means neceſſary that we ſhould have none at 
all. A man may have principles of his own, 
at the ſame time that he allows others the 
free enjoyment and profeſſion of theirs. It is 
perfectly conſiſtent with that moderation 
which requires us to treat thoſe who differ 
from us in religious opinions with candour 
and kindneſs, that we .ſhould deliberately 
chooſe, and ſteadily adhere to that form of re- 
ligion, which appears to us moſt rational and 
uſeful. To do otherwiſe, would be to ſacrifice 
our own benefit, in the moſt important con- 
cerns, to a timid and cowardly ſpirit af com- 
pliance. | 
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is then we are Seele upon full! inqui- 


ry, that the general priciples on which we 
diſſent from the eſtabliſhed church are rational 


in themſelves, and of ſufficient moment to juſ- 


: tify our ſeparation, let us not, from falſe ideas 


of moderation and catholiciſm, reſtrain thoſe 
natural feelings which would incline us to exert 


_ ourſelves with vigour in ſupport of our com- 


mon cauſe. We may entertain the moſt can- 


did ſentiments towards the members of the 
_ eſtabliſhed church, and form the higheſt ideas 


of the merit of individuals in that church, in 


perfect conſiſtency with a ſteady attachment 
to the diſſenting intereſt, If our principles be 
juſt, and our cauſe good, let us not then be 
aſhamed of the one or the other; but boldly 
| appear in their defence, without fear of incur- 
ring the ridicule of the unprincipled, or the 


cenſures of bigots: for © it is good always 
to be zealouſly affected in a good thing.” 


Tur right which as Proteſtant Diſſenters we 
claim, of freely forming our judgment, and 
declaring our opinion on ſubjects of religion, 
and of worſhipping our Maker in a manner 
agreeable to the conviction of our own minds, 

1s 


69 0 

is fo evidently founded on reaſon, and fo per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the peace of ſociety, 
and all the great ends of civil government; 
that whatever oppoſition our claims may at 

preſent meet with, we truſt their equity will 
in time be univerſally acknowledged. If a 
timid apprehenſion of the danger of innova- 
tions, or ignorance of the true character of 
Diſſenters as loyal ſubjects and good citizens, 
hath hitherto prevented the ſucceſs of our 
application for the removal of reſtrictions 
which have as little foundation in ſound policy 
as in the true principles of religion; we will 
not deſpair, that the wiſdom and equity of go- 
vernment, and the free ſpirit of the times will 
at length prevail over the prejudices of igno- 


rance and bigotry, and will compleat the work 


which has been of late begun in favour of our 


brethren of the Roman Catholic perſuaſion, * : 


by granting to all denominations of chriſtians, 


 _ * Tas ſermon was delivered before the author was W 
formed of the rejection of the clauſe reſpecting Proteſtant 


ö 5 Diſſenters in the late Iriſh Bill in favour of Roman 
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YT and to all religious ſocieties whatſoever, the 
protection and benefit of unlimited toleration. 


Bur let us be careful, my brethren, not 


to retard the progreſs of this liberal ſpirit, 
or delay the completion of this great deſign, 
by indulging mutual ſuſpicions and jealouſies 
among ourſelves, and ſhewing that ſpirit of 
| Intolerance towards one another, of which 
ve all fo bitterly complain when it falls upon 
ourſelves. It is the unavoidable conſequence 
of freedom of inquiry, on ſubjects of a doubt- 
ful nature, that there muſt be diverſity of 
opinions. Diverſity of opinions though to 


be lamented as an indication of human weak - 
neſs and fallibility regarded as a proof of the 


gradual advancement of knowledge and liber- 


ry, is a juſt occaſion of triumph: for, in the 
preſent ſtate of human nature, uniformity 


of faith can only be the offspring of ignorance, 
or of hypocriſy. The ching to be regretted 
is, not that we differ in opinion, but that 


every man cannot ſee, what methinks is evi- 
dent beyond all poſſibility of diſpute, that 


Juſt as much as my neighbour differs from me 


in i opinion, ſo much I differ from him; and 


conſe- 


”” ) 

_ conſequently, that whatever reaſon I have 
to expect that he ſhould tolerate my opinion, 
he has the ſame reaſon to expect that I ſhould 
tolerate his. Happy would it be for the 


| world, if from a full conviction of the truth 


of this plain maxim, Calviniſts and Armini- 
ans, Arians and Socinians, and all the ſeve- 

ral claſſes into which controverſy hath divided 
the Chriſtian Church, would agree to ſhew 

that they © love the brotherhood,” by allow- 
ing each other the moſt unbounded indul- 
gence in their religious forms and ſpecula- 
tions. 0 


Ir is, moreover, an eſſential part of our 
duty as Proteſtant Diſſenters, in which both 
miniſters and people are equally concerned, 
to make an unreſerved uſe of the right of 
private judgment. The only way in which 
we can give genuine diſtinction and dignity 
to the character of a Diſſenter, is by boldly 
ſtanding forth as the friends of free inquiry. 
The teachers of religion amongſt us ſhould 
diligently employ themſelves in thoſe re- 
ſearches which are moſt likely to reſcue us 
from the bondage of error and prejudice, and 
ow Ta: lead 
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lead us to the knowledge and diſcovery of 
important truths, Our hearers likewiſe ſhould 
give us the moſt unlimited encouragement 
to communicate the reſult of our inquiries ; 
and ſhould liberally encourage every deſign 
which is friendly to the advancement of know- 
| ledge, virtue and religion. 


Ir is much to our diſcredit, as Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, that we ſo commonly ſuffer the 
| prejudices of education, and the authority of 
_ cuſtom, to have nearly the ſame power in 
binding us down to certain opinions and 
forms, as if they were eſtabliſhed by law. 


If we would act conſiſtently with our princi- 
ples, and enjoy the benefit of them in their 


any new truth, or to introduce any advanta- 
geous change into our public forms of devo- 


tion, as we ſhould be to adopt any improve- 


ment in affairs of philoſophy, commerce, or 


policy. Why are we zealous to maintain and 


| Perpetuate our religious liberty, if we have 


not the good ſenſe, or the courage, to make 
uſe of it? If we are already perfect, what can 
we do better than to form our preſent religi- 


. 
ous ſyſtem into an eſtabliſhment? If we are 
not, let us not act ſo inconſiſtently with our 
principles, as through fear of innovation to 
_ refuſe improvement ; but let us in this in- 
| ſtance, as in all others, go on towards 
perfection. : Fo, 


To conCcLuDE; Since the great end of all 
religion is to make men virtuous. and uſeful 
in this world, and prepare them for happineſs 
| hereafter, let us carefully improve the advan- 
tages which our religious profeſſion affords 
us for eſtabliſhing our minds in the habits of 
virtue and piety. In order to diſtinguiſh our- 
ſelves as Proteſtant Diſſenters, it is not ne- 
ceſſary that we ſhould imitate the rigid 
manners of our forefathers. Their forbidding 
ſingularities were of no other uſe, that I am 
able to diſcover, than to ſubject them to unne- 
ceſſary mortification and ridicule. Puritani- 


cal formality and gloomineſs of aſpect, an 


affected preciſeneſs of behaviour, and a rigo- 
rous abſtinence from innocent pleaſures, are 

diſtinctions no longer expected from us. 
But, my brethren, there are diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtics, naturally ariſing from our 
By C4 religious 


ut 
religious principles, which it much conceths 
us, both for the credit of our profeſſion and 
for our own perſonal honour and advantage, 
that we religiouſly maintain. If, in conſe- 
quence of the ſimplicity of our worſhip, we 
learn that ſimplicity of manners which will 
| preſerve us untainted by the vices of the age 
in which we live; If we improve our oppor- 
tunities and advantages for the attainment 
of religious knowledge, in eſtabliſhing ſuch 
| ſettled principles of wiſdom and virtue as ſhall 
become the ground of a manly and uſeful 
character; — If while we avoid the follies of 
ſuperſtition and the extravagancies of enthu- 
ſiaſm, we likewiſe preſerve ourſelves free from 
the frivolous levities, or the deſpicable exceſ- 
ſes of thoſe, who living without ſettled princi- 
ples, are the dupes of faſhion or the ſlaves of 
_ appetite ;—If we apply our ſpeculations to 
the regulation of our manners, and whilſt we 
are ambitious to be diſtinguiſhed by the cor- 
rectneſs and ſolidity of our ideas on moral and 
religious ſubjects, are equally careful to diſ- 
tinguiſh ourſelves by adhering to the moſt re- 
fined principles of honour in our tranſactions 
with our brethren, by exerciſing the moſt 
T0 LS. 


„„ 
active and diſintereſted benevolence, and final- 
ly, by maintaining a general elevation and 
dignity of ſentiment and character; we ſhall _ 
give the world indubitable proofs of the ex- 
cellence of our principles, reflect the moſt 
ſubſtantial honour upon our profeſſion, pro- 

| mote the intereſts of truth and virtue in the 
world, and prepare ourſelves for receiving a 

glorious and everlaſting recompenſe in the 
kingdom of heaven: Which may God of his 
infinite mercy grant! Amen, 
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| Br THe Rev. THOMAS WRIGHT: | 
3 
Ms. ESTLIN's ANSWERS 
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| QUESTIONS PROPOSED TO HIM. 
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MY FELLOW CHRISTIANS! 


- Fe 


JD ROTESTANT Diſſenting Miniſters 
make no pretenſions to a power of 
communicating miniſterial endow- 
ments. They are fully fatisfied, 
that qualifications of this nature are the gifts 
of God, beſtowed, not as they were in the 
Apoſtles' days, in an extraordinary and in- 
ſtantaneous manner, by the miraculous ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, . but gradually in 
the courſe of his providence and by the ordi- 
nary influence of his ſpirit. | 


NzTHER * they aſſume authority to inveſt 
any with a right of exerciſing the miniſtry, 
Whoever 1s qualified and inclined, hath a 
commiſ- 
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„ + 
commiſſion to preach the abipel, from him 
who only can grant one. And when a ſociety 
of chriſtians invite ſuch a perſon to be their 
| paſtor or teacher, and he conſents, no power 
on earth can Juſtly exclude him from that 
character; nor is any thing more, neceſſary 
to his performing all the duties of it. Thoſe 
of them, therefore, who uſe impoſition of 
| hands in ſervices of this natute, do it in com- 
pliance with ancient cuſtom; and generally re- 
| preſent it as a ſign to point out the perſons 

who are ſolemnly devoting themſelves to the 
miniſtry, and to ſignify their approbation of 
them. But as there is no occaſion for it to 
point them out to God (and the ceremony is 
uſed in prayer) ſo with reſpect to men, thoſe 
ends may be anſwered better by other means. 


Ir is obſervable, that in moſt, if not all the 
inſtances mentioned in the new teſtament of | 
the impoſition of hands upon miniſters, there 
was ſome divine interpoſition, particularly 
1 Tim. iv. 14. Paul faith to the Evangeliſt; 
neglet? not the gift that is in thee, which was 
given thee by promiſe, with the laying on of the 
hands of the proſoytery ; ; which is the only 
place 


EM) 
place where the preſoytery i is faid to have laid 


on hands. And as the generality of thoſe 


chriſtians, who practiſe this ceremony in the 
; preſent age, pretend to communicate very 
great gifts and powers, even the Holy Ghoſt, 
_ with authority to abſolve men from fin, which 
all Proteſtant Diſſenters look upon as not 
only entirely groundleſs, but exceedingly 
dangerous; and ſince it may be feared, that 
the idea of ſomething extraordinary is excited 
| in the minds of common chriſtians when uſed 
among us; ſeveral judicious perſons have 
thought 1 it prudent to lay it aſide: as every 
thing, not enjoined by Divine Authority cer- 
tainly ſhould be, when it-becomes the means 
of countenancing ſuperſtition, or producing 
any bad effect, or cannot be obſerved with 
propriety. On which accounts, ſeveral things 
practiſed in the primitive times are now gene- 
rally omitted by chriſtians; as anointing the 
fick with oil which the preſbyters are required 
to do, Jam. v. 14. And /aluting each other in 
places of public worſhip, with a kiſs, which 
the Apoſtles recommend, if not expreſsly 
injoin, Rom. xvi. 16. 1 Theſſ. v. 26. 1 Pet. 
v. 14, &c. And Juſtin Martyr, who flou- 
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riſhed about the middle of the ſecond century, 
tells us, was practiſed in his time. Now if 


chriſtians make no ſcruple of laying aſide 


| theſe ceremonies, becauſe they are no longer = 
uſeful or decent, why ſhould they continue im- 
poſition of hands, which doth not appear ever 
to have been enjoined or actually uſed before 
the third century, in appointing men to the 


epiſcopal or paſtoral office, and hath been noto- 


_ riouſly abuſed to ſuperſtitious purpoſes —In 
this ſentiment, 1 am happy to find the gene- 
rality of my brethren, whom I have conſulted 

on this occaſion, concur with n me: 


Tur ends we have in view in theſe ſervices, 
are of a moral nature as the encouragement 


of deſerving miniſters, and chriſtian ſocieties 
in the diſcharge of their duties to each other; 


with the promotion of regularity, harmony, 


and brotherly love in the churches. And the 


means, by which theſe purpoſes muſt be ac- | 
compliſhed, are of a ſimilar kind, for inſtance, | 


the ſolemn engagements of the perſons princi- 


pally concerned, with inſtructions and exhor- 
tations addreſſed to them by their brethren, 
and earneſt ſupplications to Gd. 


AND 


18 5 
Aub now, my dear friend, permit me to 


aſſure you, that we your brethren, who at 
your deſire, are aſſembled for theſe purpoſes, 
diſclaim all dominion over your faith, and are 
ſo far from requiring your aſſent to any articles 
of religion, of our own or other men's com- 
poſing, that we do riot deſire an account 

of your ſentiments on points, of divinity, 
controverted by wife and good men, drawn 

up even by yourſelf, before we acknowledge 


you as a brother in the miniſtry of the goſpel, 5 


und recommend you to the blefling of God. | 


Soca 0 appear to us unſriendly 
to liberty, peace and brotherly love. And 


we are convinced, that true fellowſhip wil! 


never prevail among chriſtians, until they are 

bumble enough to believe that the ſcriptures 
expreſs the doctrines of religion in a manner 
ſufficiently clear and particular, and make 
them the only terms of communion; and that 

till then, the goſpel and its Divine Author 
will not have their due honour, 1 8 


QUESTION 1 


WI are fully ſatisfied, chat you believe 
5 "I * 


n — pa 


e 


1 
— 


—— „„ xů — —AE 


$i — — — 1 
— x N ap do 
— E — * CEE r [TIER * 2 N 3 5 < 
COM ow. — — Fo 200 ECG 7 —ͤ— 2 4 4 — 
is * 1 oct 
— — — 2 — — „ 8 OTE _ 
vw — — IE ALAN So 
* * 44 £ pw _— * 1 — * yr . 
——— — ä E E—E 8 — 2 — - 


— — — 
Mgr — a 
— — > " uhh 4 
—_— . —— — —ͥ Tens A DO A A o axis rod nes * — * 
A . 


FFP a er i oo EO EI NOTE 
. %. 


— 
N "io 2 * 2 — 3 8 yu — — oo _ 3 
— 5 r — I. 8 > — — 0 by — by 
2 — 3 —— — 5 £ 7 BOY —_—_ 2 — „ 4 — h a 
1 n R — — — . * 5 - q — Ko 
— - — ms w a - = — — — 2 pc" "Ops — v 
— — — — rere 9 — — — — —— — — 85 — — DIETS — — FX Z he — N —— 
— I — — — — — — r Gene», Seer ASP ge — — 8 = — — 4 Lov — — E r ———— — — 
. r — - = . — — — _ RN 7 e 
— ä — 1 ; 2 8 * . — _-R — 
Ma 2 — K * 1 a — 2 — ” be 
Are 8 2 1 — ee — — — —— a — — Ta — — 7 — eats 
Ca * — 2 — 
— — _ — — 8 — — —— — - ns ** ** * 
+ 1 ” 
. — — nag; us 


CE — ——— — ᷑ ̃ ——̃ — IV * — — — ——— Sos 


(4) 


the Scriptures to contain a juſt account of the 

religion of Chriſt, and will derive your reli- 
gious inſtructions from them. But if vou 

think proper publicly to deelare this, or 


any other ſentiments, for the ſatisfaction or 
edification of this aſſembly, we ſhall attend 


to them with pleaſure. 


ANSWER. 


As1I apprehend it would be giving up that 
liberty wherewith Chriſt has made me free— 
the liberty of judging for myſelf in matters of 


religion to acknowledge the authority of any | 
man, or body of men to require my aſſent to 


any doctrinal articles of human compoſition, 
ſo I eſteem myſelf peculiarly happy in being 
informed that both you, Sir, and the reſt of 
my fathers and brethren in the miniſtry who 


have favoured me with their countenance up- 


on this occaſion, are ſo far from thinking 
' yourſelves authoriſed to impoſe your own ſen- 


timents upon me, that you © do not deſire an 


account of my opinions on points of divinity, 
controverted by wiſe and good men, drawn 
up even by myſelf.” A confeſſion of faith, 
„ 1 8 n 


(3%) 


; extending to all the minute and intricate 
points of theological debate, would, I am con- 
vinced, conduce but little to the information, 
or improvement of this audience; and from 
A perſon who wiſhes to preſerve his mind al- 


ways open to conviction, and to be ready to 


reſign any of his opinions as ſoon as they ſhall 
appear to him to have no ſolid foundation in 


rleaſon or ſcripture, it would, I conceive, be 


totally uſeleſs and improper. This ſociety, 


| which I have ſtatedly ſerved for more than 


ſeven years, cannot for their own ſatisfaction, 
ſtand in need of a particular and circumſtan- 


: tial account of my ſentiments on any of the | 


important and practical ſubjects of religion. 
To them J can ſay with truth, that I have al- 
ways firmly believed every propoſition which 
they have heard from my lips. The reſt of 
mankind J conſider as having nothing to do 
with my religious opinions. Inſtead therefore 


of miſemploying your time, and diverting the | 


attention of this audience from the more im- 
portant parts of the preſent ſervice, by a tedi- 


ous and formal recital of the ſeveral articles 


rhat compoſe my religious ſyſtem (all of which 
1 can truly aſſert are the reſult of a diligent 
D 2 uſe 
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uſe of the means of information with which 
Providence has favoured me) I ſhall only ſay 
as much as appears to me neceſſary, to clear 


my character from the ſuſpicion of inconſiſt- 


ency, and ſufficient to convince you that, my 
| ſpeculative opinions correſpond with my out- 
ward profeſſion, and that I am in reality what | 
; I appear to > be | in the 255 of che world. 1 


1 3 here, as I Fg at 059" under a 


peculiar deſcription, and having for ſome. 
time ſupported a particular character, the 


character of a teacher of religion, I ſolemnly . 
declare in the preſence of the great ſearcher 
of hearts, and before this aſſembly, that I do 


moſt firmly believe the following doctrines of 


religion. I believe that there hath exiſted 
from all eternity, and that there will exiſt 
to all eternity, a ſupreme, intelligent, and 
immutable being, poſſeſſed of all poſſible ex- ; 


cellence and perfection, whom we call GOD. 


The numerous worlds and ſyſtems, which are 


ſcattered through the vaſt extent of infinite 
ſpace, with all their various inhabitants, to- 


gether with the different orders of intelligent 


beings which exiſt in different parts of the u- | 


niverſe, 


1 


: rivers! I beten were created by his power, 
and are ſupported and preſerved by his provi- 
dence. I avow it as my ſteadfaſt perſuaſion, 
that the Divine Being exerciſes a moral. go- 
vernment over his rational offspring, and that 


bs he will hereafter call all men to a ſtrict ac- 


count for their conduct, and recompenſe to 
every one according to his works. 


Sranpixe here in the capacity of a miniſ- 
ter of the cbriſtian religion, I ſolemnly ac- 
knowledge my firm belief of the divine miſſi- 


on and authority of Jeſus Chriſt, upon the e- 


vidence of a ſeries of miracles which he wrought 
during his life, and the particular fact of his 
reſurrection from the dead: and I publicly 
declare my cordial and chearful aſſent to every 
doctrine which he taught as coming from God. 
I entertain the higheſt veneration and reſpect 
for the whole chriſtian revelation : I conſider 
it as the greateſt bleſſing which God ever con- 
ferred upon mankind. The holy ſcriptures, 
I believe, contain a juſt and faithful account 
of this diſpenſation of grace and mercy. As 
the oracles of divine truth and wiſdom I thank- 
fully receive them, and I will, by divine aſ- 
D 3 liſtance, 


(38) 


| Atancs, continue to ſtudy them with fidelity 
and diligence, and make them, and them a- 

lone, the rule of my faith, the guide of my 
conduct, and the foundation of all my hopes 
and proſpects with reſpect to futurity. I am 
not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, for 1 
conſider it as the power of God unts fabva- 

| tion to every one that believerh. 
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| QUESTION. III. 


As a Sebi of the Ee ;mportanes/ in 
itſelf, I think it ſuitable to the preſent occaſi- 
on, to deſire you (which I do with pleaſure, 
being perſuaded you can with ſincerity affign 
very laudable ones) to lay before this congre- 
gation, the great ends you have in view, and = 
the motives which have had the chief influ- 
ence in determining you to engage, and now 
_ after ſeveral years experience, publicly to 
declare your intention to perſevere, in the 
miniſtry of the goſpel. 


ANSWER. 


TER leaſt acquaintance with Fs ſtate and 
men,. of that part of the chriſtian 
church 
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5 church to which I have choſen to uhite 
myſelf, will, I apprehend, preclude all fed- 
ſonable ground of ſuſpicion, that I was ori- 
ginally influenced in my choice by e a regard . 
to wortdly riches, pleaſure, or power. Theſe 


Objects, Sir, I conſidered myſelf as virtually 8 


 relinquiſhing, when I entered upon my pre- 
| ſent profeſſion. From a ſenſe of the weakneſs 
of human nature, and the vaſt i importance of 3 
cultivating habits of virtue, I always regard- 
| ed it as a point of wiſdom, to place myſelf i in 
| thoſe eircumſtances, and to make choice of 
that courſe of life, in which I ſhould meet 
- with the feweſt temptations to à wrong con- 
duct, and the ſtrongeſt motives and induce- 
ments to virtue and obedience. If I know 
my own heart, the great end which I have 
ever propoſed to myſelf in| exerciſing the 
office of a chriſtian miniſter, is my own 
3 moral and intellectual improvement, and the 
intellectual and moral improvement of others. 
I conſider this as an end, which is of all o- 


thers, moſt worthy the attention and purſuit 


of a reaſonable creature, and conſequently 
regard the chriſtian miniſtry as the moſt uſe- 
ful, important and honourable employment 
D 4 in 


(4) 
In which a human being can poſſibly be en- 


gaged. I am therefore deſirous of devoting 


myſelf to it in a more public, ſolemn, and 
explicit manner than I have ever done before: 


and I now declare it to be my preſent reſolu- 


tion and purpoſe, if my health is preſerved, 


and my proſpect of uſefulneſs continued, to 
perſevere in this employment to the end of 


oy. life. 
QUESTION m. 


- Since your requeſting us, who have no 
commiſſion from the civil powers, nor coun- 
tenance from the church eſtabliſhed by law, 


to aſſiſt you by our advice and prayers, when 
you publicly and ſolemnly dedicate yourſelf 


to the miniſtry, implies that you chuſe to ex- 
erciſe it among Proteſtants Diſſenters: will 


you pleaſe to favour us with ſome of the rea- 


ſons, which led you to make, and cauſe you ; 


to adhere to that choice? 


ANSWER. 


CALLED upon, as I am with the greateſt 
por upon this occaſion, to explain the 


round 


* ä * ˙ ⏑—⏑HF WA» qq— N i 


Ft R 
x grounds nd reading: of my difſent from the ; 
mode of religion eſtabliſhed in this country, 
I conſider myſelf as obliged to declare my 
ſentiments upon this ſubject with the utmoſt 

plainneſs and ſincerity ; and I do it with the 
greater pleaſure, as I am convinced that every 
| perſon of a liberal and candid mind, in what- 
ever light theſe things may appear to him, 
will be fo far from being offended with me 
on this account, that he will entertain a more 


_ favourable opinion of my character, from a 
| perſuaſion. that my ſeparation from the eſta- 
3 bliſhment proceeds ſolely from a regard to 


conſcience, than if he had reaſon to impute 
it merely to the influence of cuſtom or educa- 
tion, or a ſpirit of perverſeneſs, bigotry, or 
obſtinacy. The grand principle, then, upon 
Which I ground my diſſent is this, which I beg 
leave to lay before you in the words of the 


late learned and truly liberal Biſhop Hoadly, 
| © That as the Church of Chriſt is the Kingdom 


4 of Chriſt, it is eſſential to it, that Chriſt 


himſelf be the /ole Lawgiver and ſole Judge of 
his ſubjeRts, in all points relating to the favour 
or diſpleaſure of Almighty God; and that 400 
his ſubjefts, in what ſtation ſoever they may 
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(a) 


be, are equally ſubjefts to dim; and that no 
one of them, any more than another, hath 


authority either to make new laws for Chrift's 


ſubjects; or to impoſe a ſenfe upon the old 
ones, which is the ſame thing; or to judge, 
cenſure, or puniſh the ſervants of another 
maſter, in matters relating purely to conſci- 
ence or falvation.”* Confidering Chriſt as 
the ſole lawgiver in his kingdom, and conſi- 
dering the ſcriptures as containing the only 
genuine and authentic account of his laws, 
I cannot avoid aſſenting to the concluſion, 
that zhe ſcriptures are the only rule of faith and 
practice to a chriſtian. This was the principle, 
upon which the great Chillingworth juſtified 
. the ſeparation of the Church of England from 


the Church of Rome, aſſerting with truth 


that the bible alone is the religion of Proteſtants. 
I avow this principle in irs utmoſt latitude, 
and conſider it of fo extenſive application, as 
not only to jfify but to require my diſſent, 
not only from the Church of Rome, but alſo 
from the Church of England; and not only 


> 87 Hoadly' s Sermon on the Nature of the King- 
dom or Church of Chriſt, 


* 


i 


from 


6 


4 from the Church of England, but from every 
 ecclefiaſtical eſtabliſhment in the world which 
claims an authority to interfere in matters of 


1 conſcience, and to impoſe articles of faith. 


3 The acknowledgment of this power in any 
ſet of men, appears to me to be neither more 
nor leſs, than to renounce that allegiance 


which I owe to Chrift, the only lawgiver in 


his kingdom, and to imply a doubt of the 
ſufficiency of the facred ſcriptures alone, as 
the rule and ſtandard of chriſtian faith, wor- | 
ſhip, and practice. 


4 RAVE, Moreover, many reaſons, which 
appear to me of great weight, for diſſenting 
from the Church of England, founded upon 
an inconſiſtency which, I think, I difcover, 
in its doctrines, conſtitution, and ſome of its 
offices and forms of devotion, with the purity 
and fimplicity of the goſpel. To ſpecify 
theſe particularly, when I acknowledge at 
the ſame time that there are many things in 
| its ſervice which I highly admire, would be 3 
diſagreeable and invidious taſk : if any perſon 
is deſirous of being acquainted with them, 1 
would refer him to a pamphlet written by the 
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Rev. Mr. Towgood of Exeter, entitled “ A 
calm and plain Anſwer to the Enquiry, Why 
are you a Diſſenter from the Church of Eng- 
land? or to that gentleman's letters to Mr. 
White. For theſe reaſons, Sir, which I have 
faithfully and honeſtly laid before you, I am 
_ obliged in conſcience to decline all proſpect 
of the honours and emoluments of the church 
_ eſtabliſhed by law, to which in the earlier 
part of my life I had many inducements to at- 
tach myſelf. With the warmeſt and moſt 


affectionate regard for men of virtue and in- 


tegrity of all denominations, I profeſs myſelf 
a Diſſenter, and glory in the Es 


Asan additional e to unite myſelf F 


with this body of Chriſtians, I beg leave fur- 
ther to obſerve, that I think it highly condu- 


cive to the purpoſes of chriſtian edification, 
that every ſociety ſhould have a right to 
chooſe, and I will add, reje& its own mini- 


ſters; and that every miniſter ſhould have a 
right to exerciſe his own underſtanding in the 
- purſuit of truth, without being cramped and 


fettered by human ſyſtems and articles of be- 


lief. It is, moreover, a conſideration of 
great weight with me, that I am hereby per- 


muted 


„ 
mitted to make uſe of thoſe means which I 
apprehend are moſt conducive to the purpoſes 
of religion, and enjoy that nobleſt of all ſpecies 
of liberty, the liberty of the mind, and ap- 
pear publicly in behalf of the _ of men 
and chriſtians. | Ee 


av ESTION IV. 


Do you acknowledge yourſelf, before 1 


and this chriſtian aſſembly, under ſacred ob- 
ligations to apply with diligence, to ſuch ſtu- 
dies and exerciſes, as may farther prepare you 
for the miniſtry, as well as to the diſcharge 
of the duties of it, in the various circumſtan- 
ces in which you are placed, - to maintain an 
exemplary converſation to live in harmony 
with your brethren—in charity with your fel- 
| low chriſtians of all denominations, and in 
good-will towards all mankind? —And if per- 
ſecution, or temptations. of a different nature 
ſhould ariſe, are you determined, by divine L 
aſſiſtance, to maintain your fidelity to your 
Lord, by adhering ſtedfaſtly to the cauſe of 
liberty, truth and pure chriſtianity? _ 
3 | ” 


ANSWER. 


* * of uking upon myſelf the 


5 e of a miniſter of the chriſtian religi- 


on, I ſolemnly © acknowledge myſelf, before 

God and this aſſembly, under ſacred obliga- 

tions to apply with diligence to ſuch ſtudies 
and exerciſes, as may further prepare me for 
the miniſtry, as well as to the diſcharge of 


the duties of it, in the various circumſtances RE 


in which I may be placed.“ It is my ſincere 
and fervent wiſh, to be inſtrumental i in pro- 
moting the beſt intereſts of my fellow-crea- 
tures, not only by my public inſtructions, but 


by the whole tenor of my life and converſati- 


on. To this end, I conſider myſelf as bound 


by the ſtrongeſt ties, to exerciſe a proper diſ- 


cipline over my own ſpirit; to cultivate my 
moral and intellectual powers; to diſcharge 
with fidelity every perſonal, relative, ſocial 
and miniſterial duty; to guard againſt even 
the appearance of evil; and to regulate my 
whole conduct by the ſtandard of the goſpel. 
It ſhall ever be my ſteady endeavour & to 

maintain an exemplary converſation, and to 
 livein harmony and friendſhip with the va- 
rious 


107 . 

rious members of this ſociety with all my 
brethrenꝰ in the miniſtry of every denomina- 

tion, and with all with whom I am in any re- 
ſpect connected. Though I profefs myſelf a 
Diſſenter, and am ſuch from conviction, yet I 
can ſay with truth, that] receive as a brother, 

and cordially eſteem, every honeſt and wor- 
thy perſon of every. denomination of chriſti- 
ans. The diſcuſſion of ſubjects of controver- | 
ſy I have cautiouſly avoided in my public 
diſcourſes, regarding the moral improvement 
and edification of my hearers, as the great 
end of my miniſterial labours. And though 
I cannot be indifferent about what appears to 
me to be the cauſe of truth and genuine 
_ Chriſtianity, yet I declare, I would much ra- 
ther be the means of curing the diſorders of 
the heart, than correcting the miſtakes of the 
head, and am infinitely more deſirous of in- 
culcating a ſpirit of candour, benevolence, 
and rational piety, than a zeal for any doc- 
trines of ſpeculation. I conſider all truth 
of importance, only as it is ſubſervient to this 
end: and though I cannot agree with many 
of my fellow-chriſtians, for whom I entertain 

the higheſt regard, in matters of opinion, 1 

| am 


(4) 


arri willing to allow them the ſame liberty of. 
_ judging for themſelves, which I claim for my- 


felf; and am deſirous of preſerving a more 
eloſe, ſacred and tender union with all honeſt 


men and ſincere chriſtians, than an union of 
ſpeculative opinions in the bond of an out- 
ward profeſſion — a real union of heart and 
affection in the bond of integrity and bene- 


volence. It ſhall ever be my ſtudy and en- 
deavour to live © in charity with my fellow- 


| chriſtians of all denominations, and in good 


will towards all mankind. 2 


Ax as I with, IIS a conſciouſneſs of my 


own imperfection, to lay myſelf under the 


ſtrongeſt obligations and engagements to a_ 
conduct in every reſpect becoming my pro- 


feſſion, I now pledge myſelf in the moſt 


ſolemn manner to this ſociety, “ if perſecu- 
tion, or temptations of a different nature 


ſhould ariſe, by divine aſſiſtance, to main- 
tain my fidelity" te my Lord, by a ſteady ad- 


herence to” what appears to me, to be © the 


cauſe of liberty, of truth, and of pure chriſ- 


tianity.” 


WIR 


(Ss). 


Wir the deepeſt impreſſion of the im- 
| portance of the office I have undertaken, and 
the difficulty of diſcharging it with propriety, 
I earneſtly intreat the further advice, directi- 
ons and prayers, of your yr Fathers f in the 5 

. mini. 


T'sHaLL now take the liberty of addrefling 
myſelf in a few words to this ſociety, to which 
I conſider myſelf as ſtanding in the relation 
of a chriſtian miniſter. You have been wit- 
neſſſes, my friends, to the ſolemn and delibe- 
rate reſolutions which I have made, to per- 
form to the beſt of my power, the various, 

important, and truly arduous duties of the 

' miniſterial character. You cannot be inſen- 
ſible that, after all, my ſucceſs depends chiefly 
upon you. As it is your moral and ſpiritual 
_ edification which is the great end of my la- 

bours, and the object which of all others lies 
neareſt my heart, let me intreat you, as the 

| higheſt obligation which you can confer upon 
me, to attend with that ſeriouſneſs and defire 
of improvement upon the various external 
means of religion, that this great end may be 
completely anſwered, and I may have reaſon 
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tay 


to rejoice in 4 the inſtrument i in the hands 
of providence of promoting your: beſt, your 
eternal intereſts. 


Fon every proof of your candour and 


friendſhip, which I have experienced ſince the 
commencement of our connexion, I heartily | 
and ſincerely thank you. All that I have to 
aſk—all that I can reaſonably deſire, with re- 
ſpect to myſelf, is a continuance of the ſame: 
conduct. Let it be your ſtudy and endeavour, 
and I aſſure you it ſhall be mine, to preſerve 


that mutual harmony and friendſhip which 


| has hitherto inviolably ſubſiſted between us. 


Next to ſeeing the great purpoſe of my mi- 


| niſtry accompliſhed, in your religious and 5 


ſpiritual improvement, the higheſt recom- 


pence which I deſire for the principal attenti- 
on and labour of my life, and the ſtrongeſt 
inducement which can be propoſed to excite 
me to diligence in my profeſſion, is the con- 
tinued favour and regard of a liberal, candid, E 
judicious, and affectionate 8 


c oN. 


\ 


CONCLUSION. 


Sven ſentiments and profeſſions, dear fir, 
in connexion with the knowledge they have 
of your miniſterial abilities, and chriſtian con- 
verſation, I may venture to aſſure you, con- 
ſtrain your friends, who have been particularly 
deſired to engage in the ſervice of this day, 
_ cordially to embrace you as a brother in the 
| miniſtry of the goſpel, and to give thanks to 
God on your account ; in which, I doubt not, 
all others employed in the ſacred office, will 
concur with us; as, I am fully convinced, the 
whole of this aſſembly will join, in earneſtly 
recommending you and your labours to the 
divine bleſſing. e 
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My DEAR BROTHER, 
T is a pleaſure to me to be preſent on 
this ſolemn occaſion, and it would have 
been very agreeable to have teſtified my 
regard for you by bearing ſome part * 
che ſervice of the day; though I muſt own it 
is with reluctance I undertake to deliver the 
Charge, and had I not for many years ſuſtain- 
ed the relation of a miniſter to your parents 
and family, I ſhould have declined the taſk. 
But having at the call of friendſhip complied 
with your requeſt, I chearfully preſume upon 
| your candor, and that of all my Reverend 
Brethren, and reſpectable auditors, while 1 
_ endeavour to explain and enforce that view of 
the miniſterial office which St. Paul gives us, 


WS 1 Cor. 


K. 
1 Cor. 111. 8, 9. 


HE THAT PLANTETH AND HE THAT wWATkER- 
ETH ARE ONE, AND EVERY MAN SHALL RE- 
* CEIVE HIS OWN REWARD, ACCORDING TO HIS 
OWN LABOUR ; FOR WE ARE | LABOURERS TO- 
| GETHER WITH GOD, 5 


Tas leading deſign of the Apoſtle, in this 
chapter, was to ſuppreſs a contentious and 
dangerous ſpirit, which began to prevail in 
the Corinthian Church. Whereas there is a- 
mongſt you envying, and ſtrife, and diviſions, 
and one faith, I am of Paul, and another, I am 
of Apollos, are ye not carnal?” do ye not act 
upon low and earthly principles ce walk 
as men?” reſembling the heathens who rank 
themſelves under the names of their different 

philoſophers, orators, and teachers ? The A- 
poſtle diſclaims ſuch diſtinctions with an ho- 
neſt freedom, and upon the beſt ground: for 

ſays he, Who is Paul, and who is Apollos, 

but miniſters by whoſe means ye have be- 
lieved, according as the Lord gave to every 
man? I have planted, Apollos watered ; but 

God gave the increaſe. So then, neither is 

et he 


5 3 2: 
he that planteth, any thing, neither he that 
watereth ; but God that giveth the increaſe,” 


 Tavs far the Apoſtle's reproofs relate to 
the conduct of the people towards their mini- 
ſters; from whence he paſſes, by a moſt eaſy 
_ tranſition, to the office and duties of the mi- 
niſtry itſelf; which are repreſented in the text 
under very natural, and obvious, mos fi- . 
gurative expreſſions. 


0 | © Givz me leave, my friend and brother, 
to obſerve that our appointment and buſineſs 
as miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, is to plant and 
water his church: He that planteth and he that 
watereth, When I ſpeak of the church as the 
ſubject of this attention and labour, it is on 
the expreſs authority of the Apoſtle, who 
immediately adds, to the Chriſtian Church at 
Corinth, Ye are God's Huſbandry. The mar- 
gin reads it, Tillage, The original ſignifies a 

_ cultivated field. Such was the Corinthian 
Church. Such on the ſame principles is every 
bother chriſtian ſociety. Such is the Church 
of Chriſt in general. It is the deſign of the 
miniſterial office, to plant and water this 
held ; 


= „ 
field; and the duty of each of us in particular, 
to cultivate and improve thoſe religious ſoci- 
eties with which we are immediately connect- 
ed. A more important, honourable, arduous, 
and yet delightful employment was never 
committed to men. Prophets, Apoſtles, E- 

vangeliſts, and even Chriſt himſelf have gone 
before us in this occupation, and given a dig- 
nity to it which can never be diminiſhed. 
This truſt is now deſcended from inſpired 
perſons, to paſtors and teachers, who are to 
ſucceed each other to the end of time. To 
this order of men you, Sir, have the honour 


to belong; having been educated for the 


_ chriſtian miniſtry, for ſome years engaged in 
it, and having now, ſolemnly and publicly 
avowed your choice, and devoted yourſelf to 
this office; that, according to your beſt abi- 
| lity, you may promote the wiſe and bene- 
volent deſigns of the goſpel, and the higheſt 
Intereſts of mankind. And in this view, my 
dear friend, how ſhall we better learn what 
we ought to be and do, than by conſidering 
the character and conduct of our venerable 
predeceſſors? I have planted, Apollos wa- 
tered.” If we, or any modern miniſters, have 
1 deviated 


Co): 


deviated ben the ſpirit, uſefulneſs, mk dig- 
nity of our appointment, this is the way to 
recover them, and to form and direct thoſe : 
dna: are engaging in this work. 


i Writs Paul 's ſaid my how planted, I be- 
lieve it is generally underſtood to refer to his 
preaching the goſpel amongſt thoſe who were 
ftrangers to it, converting men from Paganiſm 
or Judaiſm, and then forming his converts 

into churches. In this reſpect, the labours of 

Paul were abundant, and his ſucceſs extraor- 


dinary. He travelled through extenſive re- 


gions of heatheniſm, planted and cultivated 
that barren ſoil, with the truths and princi- 
ples of the chriſtian religion, which were 
ſuited to produce the beſt and. nobleſt fruits 
of virtue, holineſs and happineſs. In a few 
years, he ſaw riſing round him many fair and 
flouriſhing plantations. In the language of 
the prophet, the deſart rejoiced and bloſſomed 
as the roſe; the deſolate land was tilled and be- 
came like Eden, and the wilderneſs like the gar- 
den of God. Particularly, a flouriſhing church 
roſe at Corinth, under the Apoſtle's culture, 
which encouraged him to continue a year and 
8 


4 6 0 ) 
fix months, teaching the word of God a- 


mongſt them. With the utmoſt propriety 
f — he fay, T have dana | 


1 Armen is ſaid to ow watered what Paul 
had planted. He was a Jewof Alexandria, - an 
eloquent man, and mighty in the ſcriptures ;” 
and when he was © inſtructed in the way of the 
Lord,“ in the religion of Chriſt, being fervent _ 
in fpirir, © he ſpake and taught diligently the | 
things of the Lord, and helped much them 


chat had believed this grace, and mightily 


convinced the Jews, and that publicly, ſnew- 
ing by the ſcriptures (of the Old Teſtament) 
that Jeſus was the Chriſt.” When it is ſaid 
| Apollos watered, ſome think this refers to his 
having baptiſed the converts which Paul had 
made. And indeed it is obſervable, that 
Paul declares he was not ſent to baptiſe, but 
to preach the goſpel. 1 Cor. i. 7. This, 
therefore, might be included, but is by no 
means the compleat idea of watering the 
church; nor did the labours of Apollos end 
here; for he taught diligently the things of 
the Lord, 1 them that had believed, 
N con- 


(6 ) 
confirmed them i in the faith, profeſſion, yon 
and hogs of the goſpel. 215 


Soen was * office of ther primitive preach- 
ers. And till, I preſume, faithful miniſters 
may be conſidered as ſucceeding them in this 


work :—Particularly, thoſe who are employed 55 


by providence in ſpreading the goſpel where 
it has not yet reached, making proſelytes to 
the chriſtian faith, gathering them together 
in the public profeſſion of chriſtianity, en- 


cCouraging them to aſſemble © with one accord 
in one place, and to continue ſteadfaſt in the 


Apoſtle's doctrine and fellowſhip, in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers,” may be ſaid to have 
planted: And further, where by the bleſſing 
of God upon our miniſterial labours, we are 
enabled in any inſtances to awaken the care- 
leſs and inconſiderate, to bring ſinners to re- 
pentance, © to turn the diſobedient to the wiſ- 
dom of the juſt, and make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord, adding to the church 
| ſuch as ſhall be ſaved: Or where by our wiſe 
and ſerious endeavours amongſt the younger 
part of our hearers, we are ſo happy as to 
make the firſt impreſſions of religion, to en- 


662 


_ them on this; fide of virtue and piety, 
that © inſtead of the fathers, there may be the 
children, as a ſeed to ſerve God, to be ac- 
counted to him for a generation,” and to pro- 
vide for the future proſperity of the church 
In theſe caſes, chriſtian miniſters may be faid i 
to have planted. 


Axv, Sir, when we enter, as moſt of us have 
done, into the labours of others, and find 
churches formed, plantations laid out, and 
| believers ſettled in the faith and profeſſion of 


the goſpel then, our pious and benevolent 
endeavours to increaſe the knowledge, im- 


prove the principles, and ſtrengthen and ma- 
ture the virtues of chriſtians; to cauſe thoſe 
who are planted in the houſe of the Lord to flou- 
riſh in the courts of our God, and to bring forth | 
fruit even to old age all our labours, to make 
them lite à tree planted by the rivers of water, 
_ that bringeth forth his fruit in his ſeaſon, whoſe 
leaf does not wither, and whatſoever he doeth 
ſhall profper—all that we do to make © the 
man of God perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
all good works,” may be truly conſidered as 
watering the church of God. The metaphors + 
„ here 


(6) 


here uſed, inſtead of being forced and unnatu- : 


5 ral, are highly juſt and beautiful, and have 


been reliſhed and imitated by. the beſt writers. 
One of our own deſcriptive poets, when paint- 
ing the moral culture of the mind, dwells 


with propriety and pleaſure on * 8 or 
; the text. 


i Delightful taſk, to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, ; 
To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 

To breathe th' enlivening ſpirit, and 10 plant 
The — r in the glowing breaſt. 


THOMSON 's SPRING, 


Tuts, Sir, is the buſineſs of a ah 
miniſter. He is to dreſs and cultivate a mo- 
ral field; to extirpate whatever is uſeleſs or 

| pernicious ;. error, prejudice, paſſion, appe- 

tite and vice ; to improve the ſoil, and plant, 
and water thoſe ſeeds of truth and virtue, 
peace and charity, hope and joy, which will 
be productive of the moſt valuable and per- 
fect fruits that the heart and life can yield. 

For this purpoſe, you, my dear friend and 

brother, have been choſen by this chriſtian 

ſociety. I intreat you, therefore, to Aren 
upon 


upon your mind a conſtant and lively ſenſe of 
this great obligation; and that you cannot 
poſſibly have any concern in this world, equal 
do that of filling up this important poſt with 
a fidelity, diligence, honour and ſucceſs. This 
is the ſphere. wherein you are to move, the 
field of activity and uſefulneſs in which you 
are to exert yourſelf, By this work you are 
to form and perfect your character, as a ſer- 
vant of God, a miniſter of Jeſus, and a warm 
friend to mankind. In this employment you 
are to find your beſt ſatisfactions, to taſte your 
pureſt and moſt elevated pleaſures, to give 
ſcope to all your natural and acquired abilities, 
to improve your various talents, and to per- 
form your vows which you have this day 


made, that you may be accepted of God and 


approved of men. No man can deſerve the 
name of a chriſtian miniſter who does not 
conſcientiouſly engage in theſe ſervices; yet 
thoſe who preſume moſt upon the honour of 
ſucceeding the Apoſtles, and who obtain, in 
all countries, the higheſt eccleſiaſtical digni- Y 
ties and emoluments, often do the leaſt in 
ttnzis great bulineſs of planting and N 
5 God's field. . 


n. FraoM 
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VM. Fans the view here given of the pri- 


mitive miniſters, one being qualified and 
employed to plant, and another to water, we 


may take notice of the wiſe, needful, and 


beautiful diverſity which then took place, and 
does ſtill prevail in the chriſtian miniſtry, It 
appears to have been the deſign of providence, 
that the extraordinary endowments, and the 
natural abilities, and diſpoſitions of chriſtian 
miniſters, ſhould be exceedingly various, to 
accommodate them more extenſively to the 
5 ſervice of the church. 


Wrrn pes to | ſupernatural advantages, 
ve are informed, that © to one was given the 
word of wiſdom, to another the gift of heal- 
ing, to another prophecy, to another the diſ- 
cerning of ſpirits, to another divers tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues, to 
another working of miracles,” [1 Cor. xii. 
8—10.] © God bearing witneſs to the truth of 
his word by ſigns and wonders and divers mi- 
racles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, accord- 
ing to his own will.““ 


Axp with reſpe&t to natural ability and diſ- 
F Do ſition, 


tt reel, 
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poſition, the difference was as obſervable. 
Peter was bold and vehement: John mild 
and gentle: Paul zealous, affectionate, inde- 
fatigable. Some of the firſt preachers were 
learned, and ſome unlettered men. Apollos 
was eloquent: Barnabas was a ſon of conſola- 
2 tion: Boanerges a ſon of thunder. Some were 


qualified to plant the goſpel, to lay the foun- 


daations of repentance towards God, and faith 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; others to lead the 


believers on to perfection. Some were fitted 


to give milk to babes, and others meat to 
ſtrong men. © Having then, ſays the Apoſtle, 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
_ to us, whether prophecy, let us prophecy ac- 
| cording to the proportion of faith; or mini- 


ſtry, let us wait on our miniſtering ; or he 
that teacheth, on teaching; or he that ex- 


horteth, on exhortation.“ This variety in the 
primitive church was doubtleſs a wiſe and 
| beneficial appointment; yet we find it was 


liable to abuſe, and was in fact made the oc- 
caſion of ſetting up one miniſter againſt ano- 


ther, one ſaying, I am of Paul, another, I am 


of Apollos, thus creating diviſions in the 
church. 


26 THe | 


( 65 5 


Tux age of ſupernatural gifts is long ſince 


_ paſſed; but ſtill there is a great diverſity ob- 


ſervable, in the genius, taſte, talents, ſtudies, 
attainments and labours of miniſters, which 


tends to render the inſtitution more extenſive- 


ly uſeful. Some are more eminently furniſh- 
ed for one ſervice to the church, and ſome 


for another. Some to rouze and alarm the 


conſcience, ſome to cheriſh good impreſſions, 


keep alive virtuous purpoſes, warn chriſtians 


of their dangers, excite them to humility and 
watchfulneſs, and a careful uſe of the means 
of virtue. Some are plain practical preachers, 


others regular convincing reaſoners, others 


eloquent perſuaſive pleaders. Some more e- 
minently verſed in antient languages, and 


capable of a critical examination of the origi- 
nal records. Others expert at ſolving diffi- 


; culties, and rectifying errors which muſt oc- 
cur in a volume handed down by ſo many 


perſons, through ſo many ages. Others know- 
ing themſelves « ſet as it were for the defence 
of the goſpel,” are prepared to refute the ca- 
vils, and reply to the objections of its adver- 


ſaries, © in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that op- 


poſe,” or with ſeaſonable and forcible argu- 
F 2 | ment 
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ment c putting to ſilence the ignorance of fool- 


iſh men,” ſupporting the common faith, and 


preſerving the unwary from the — of 


ä 


As the church ſtands in need of theſe vari- 


cous ſervices, and no man can be equal to the 
whole, it has always pleaſed God to ſupply its 


wants, by raiſing up perſons qualified for 


ſuch exertions, by natural abilities, different 


courſe of education, by early advantages more 


favourable to ſome enquiries and attainments 


than others, by a great diverſity of circum- 


ſtances connections and ſtations in life, and 
many ſecret diſpoſals of providence, tending 
to determine mens views, and fix their go- 
verning purſuits and habits. And did the 
_ chriſtian world wiſely attend to the utility of 
this appointment, it would lay a juſt founda- 
tion for thankfulneſs to God, and for candor 
and reſpec to all worthy and good men in 
the miniſtry, however they may differ from 
one another. N 


II. Auper this variety in the primitive 


church, the text informs us there was the 


ſtricteſt 
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ſtricteſt and nk deſirable union. He that 
planteth and he that watereth are one. Thus 


it was when the ſpirit of our religion was un- 


derſtood and felt; and thus, my dear Sir, it 
ſhould be through every age. Happy were 

the times, when this could be aſſerted in its 
full extent, and prevailed in its genuine influ- 


ence! We are one, my Reverend Brethren, 


in the authority by which we at. One is our 
maſter, even Chriſt, and all we are brethren. 


Nor are we allowed to call any man maſter or 


father upon earth. Our inſtructions are drawn 
from one inſpired code, to which we are all to 
confine ourſelves without knowingly adding 
or diminiſning. Our abilities, talents, and 
ſtations of ſervice are derived from one divine 
ſource, the providence and ſpirit of God. 
c There are diverſities of gifts, but the ſame 
ſpirit; differences of adminiſtration, but the 
ſame Lord ; diverſities of operation, but it is 
the ſame God which worketh all in all, 1 Cor. 
xii. 4—6. Our diſtinctions are indeed now 
to be obtained chiefly by the uſe of natural 
means: yet our different intellectual capaci- 


ties are as immediately from God the father 
of our ſpirits, as our natures are; and could 
W 4 we 
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ve take a view of the workings of providence, 


which have contributed to our improvement 


in different ſtudies, directed us to particular 
reſearches, procured for us advantages, encou- 
ragements, books, friends, health, ſpirits and 
means neceſſary for our progreſs ;—and eſpe- 
cially could we obſerve thoſe influences of the 
divine ſpirit, which have ſucceeded more or 
leſs our inquiries and endeavours, and helped 


us to form a chriſtian, and a miniſterial tem- 
per and character; —theſe views would induce 


modeſt men to acknowledge, that thoſe who 
plant and thoſe who water are one, alike in- 


debted to the providence and grace of God, N 
which have furniſhed them with their reſpec- 


a tive talents. 


WI are ifs aa as to the end and deſign 
of our appointment ; which is, ſingly, to pro- 


mote knowledge, virtue, piety, and happineſs; 
the honour of God, the kingdom of Chriſt, 


and the ſalvation of the ſouls of men. The 


noble aim of all our miniſtrations, is the per- 
| fetting of the ſaints, the edifying of the body af 


Chriſt, till we, and our hearers, all come, in 
the unity of the Jes and of by knowledge of 
| the 


1 

the Son of God, unto perfet# men, unto the mea— 
ſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. The 
ſervices and deſigns of good miniſters are fo 
| ſimilar and uniform, that they may juſtly be 
expected to co-operate as much as poſſible 
with each other, and be firmly united in pur- 

ſuit of them. This leads me to obſerve once 
! MM ne et be een 0 


Ta miniſters are and ſhould be one, in 
eſteem, affection and harmony. They ſhould, 
my dear Brother, be cordial friends to each 
other, united in reſpect and love, for their 
maſter's and their work's ſake. They ſhould 
rejoice in each others acceptance and ſucceſs, 
and be infinitely above the little jealouſies, 
envyings, and competitions which have ſome- 
times diſturbed their peace, hindered their 
uſefulneſs, and diſgraced their characters. Of 
all others, miniſters are moſt bound to “ love 
as brethren.“ Embarked as we are in one 
glorious cauſe amidſt many worldly diſadvan- 
tages, we ought certainly to aſſiſt, ſupport 
and comfort one another. It is ſhocking to 
ſee ſuch brethren © falling out by the way,” and 
increaſing the unavoidable difficulties of their 
Eg F4 Office, 
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office, by mutual contentions and animoſities. 
There is nothing in our religion, or our mi- 
niſtry to divide us, but the ſtrongeſt motives 


of union. There is room and work enough 
in God's field, for the exertion of our united 
_ talents and abilities. The eye cannot ſay to the 
Hand, I have no need of thee; nor the head to the 
5 feet, I have no need of you; thoſe members which 
ſeem to be feeble are neceſſary. Miniſters of the 

| moſt ſhining accompliſhments, are not always 
the moſt uſeful. Thoſe who poſſeſs the few- 

_ eſt diſtinctions, or fill the loweſt ſtations, if 
they diſcover due degrees of diligence and hu- 
mility, may be favoured by the great head of 
the church with equal ſucceſs. Harmony 
and union therefore amidſt all external diver- 
ſity, is in our profeſſion exceedingly becom- 


ing; it is like the dew of Hermon, or that which 
deſcended upon the mountains of Zion. Be it 
your ambition and pleaſure, my dear friend 


and brother, always to live, as you have hi- 


therto done, in the ſtricteſt friendſhip, ho- 


nour, affection and confidence, with your 
worthy colleague in the ſervice of this reſpect- 


able ſociety. Let it be ſeen that he that plant- 
eth and be that watereth are one. Seek to ad- 
WR. | vance 


CF: 


vance each others reputation, peace, comfort 


and ſucceſs, ſtriving together in your prayers 


for one another, that the relation you ſuſtain 
to this church and to each other, may be at- 
tended with improving ſatisfaction and com- 
placency; that it may appear you have one : 
common intereſt, and no other contention, - 
than who ſhall moſt effectually promote it. 


TV. In this account of the primitive miniſ- 


ters, we read, that they were labourers toge- 
ther with God. It ought to have been wank . 
lated nn. labourers 100 God. 


Twins is dend a true and proper ſenſe in 


which miniſters may be ſaid to work together 


with God, and the Apoſtle ſuggeſts that very 


idea in the context, when he informs us that 
' miniſters plant and water, and God ſo far co- 
operates with them as 10 give the increaſe. 
Thus they are labourers together with God. 
Nevertheleſs the true conſtruction of theſe 
words is, that we are labourers together of 
Cod, fellow ſervants of the fame Lord. And 
it had been happy for the church, if its mi- 
niſters had always preſerved this juſt, bene- 


volent, 


volent, and modeſt ſentiment: but man 
though weak is aſpiring, ſtriving for maſtery, 
like Diotrephes fond of the pre-eminence. Our 
bleſſed Lord was obliged to check this ſpirit 


in the little circle of his diſciples. Be not ye 


called Rabbi, neither be ye called maſter : but he 
that is greateſt amongſt you, let him be your ſer- 
| vant. Surely therefore, they ſhould be con- 
tented with being, what the text repreſents 
them, fellow ſervants. We may hold different 
ſtations in the church, and move in more ex- 
tended, or more contracted ſpheres : but cer- 
tainly, my brethren, we are all upon an e- 
quality; excepting only, that with brotherly 
love, in honour we are to prefer one another. 


 FurTHER, it is obſervable that the text 
conſiders miniſters as labourers ; we are labour- 


ers together with God. Every man ſhall receive 


his own reward, according to his own labour. 
This, my dear brother, is alſo a very inſtruc- 
tive view of the character we have aſſumed. 
It is given to miniſters, not only by St. Paul, 
but by our bleſſed Lord himſelf, The harve/t 
truly is great, but the labourers are few; pray 
ye. therefore the Lord of the harveſt, that he 
. oy would 
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7 a ſend forth labourers into bis harveſt. The 3 
employment of huſbandry, in all its proceſs, F 
is known to be a laborious and moſt uſeful 
occupation. When therefore the inſpired wri- 
ters compare the miniſtry to that, they cer- 
tainly do not conſider it as an eaſy, indolent, 
_ unprofitable life: though it is to be feared 
that many in all communions make it ſuch, 
and on account of the proſpect of eaſe and 
leiſure, are induced perhaps to embrace it. 
But, aſſuredly, all ſuch abuſe it; they forget 
the primitive and moſt reſpectable view of it, 
overlook the main end of the appointment, 
and wear the name, without the ſpirit, of a mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt. Whoever will ſet him- 
ſelf conſcientiouſly to perform the duties of 
this office, will find it truly laborious; and 
perhaps will be induced to acknowledge, that 
there are few ſtations in life, which call for 
more ſtrenuous exertion of the faculties, if not 
of body, yet certainly of mind; the aſſiduous 
application of which, does more to exhauſt 
the ſpirits, and impair the conſtitution, than 


an equal degree of bodily labour. If there- 


fore the miniſtry is at any time made an em- 
ployment of eaſe and indolence, it muſt be by 
5 8 the 
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the total, or partial negle&, of many of its 
important and incumbent duties. I may ven- 
ture to appeal to all my Reverend Brethren, 


whether a ſerious, attentive, faithful miniſter 


will not find his labours conſiderable, nay 
whether in this view, he may not ſay, V ho is 
ſufficient for theſe things? St. Paul declares of | 


| himſelf that he was in /abours moreabundant.” 


He ſpeaks of thoſe that . /abour in word and 
doctrine:“ and commands the churches to 
e know them that labour amongſt them.” In all 
things we are to approve ourſelves miniſters 
of God, © in labours, in watchings, in prayers, 
ſerving God with all humility of mind, ceaſing 
not to warn every man and teach every man, 
that we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt 
Jeſus.” Timothy is commanded to © give 
attendance to reading, exhortation, and doc- 
trine; to meditate on divine things, and give 
himſelf wholly to them, that his profiting 


might appear to all; and to ſtudy to ſhew 
himſelf approved unto God, @ workman that 


needed not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.” I charge thee,” ſays the 


great Apoſtle, © before God, and the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and 
e 18 Ky 47 
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| the dead at his appearing and his kingdom 


| preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſea- 
ſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffer- 


ing and doftrine. Watch thou in all things, 
endure affliction, do the work of an Evangeliſt, | 


make full e of thy ene 


Se Sven views, my dear brother, of the office 
we have undertaken are ſolemn and affecting; 
they make it evident that the chriſtian mini- 
ſtry is an arduous occupation. And ſurely, 
Sir, if a miniſter be duly concerned to ſtore 
his mind with knowledge and learning, human 
and divine; if he is ſtudious to underſtand 
the evidences of that revelation, which he is 


to explain and recommend ; and acquaint 


himſelf with the nature and deſign of the _ 
cred volume, that he may remove difficulties, 


' reſolve doubts, convince gainſayers, and be 
able to © render a reaſon to every one that en- 


quireth concerning the hope that is in him?” 
—if he is ſolicitous to ſettle his principles in a 
manner agreeable to reaſon and ſcripture, on 
the moſt important controverſies which have 


agitated the chriſtian world:—if, like Apollos, 


he wiſhes to be mighty in the ſcriptures, able 


and 


„ 
and apt to teach: — if he is emulous to provide 
for his people ſolid, judicious, edifying diſ- 
courſes on the great branches of natural and 
revealed religion, ſuited to enlighten the 
judgment, affect the conſcience, and reform 
the lives of men, feeding the flock with 
knowledge and underſtanding; he will find 
employment for his time and abilities. If he 
ſtudies to lead and animate the devotions of 


his people in their public prayers and praiſes, 
to perform theſe ſervices with underſtanding 


and ſpirit, with copiouſneſs and propriety, 
| with fervour and acceptance from ſabbath to 
ſabbath; it will be neceſſary for him to be 
much in the exerciſe of meditation and prayer 
in his own retirements, that his mind may 


not only be furniſhed with materials, but in- 


vigorated with the ſpirit of devotion. And 
if he not only engages in the public miniſtra- 
tions of the goſpel according to his beſt abili- 

ty, but attends to other duties of his office; 
i he cultivates © that pure and undefiled religi- 
on which will diſpoſe and prepare him to viſit 
the poor, the ſick, the widow and fatherleſs 
in their affliction, and alleviate the diſtreſſes 

of thoſe around him; if he endeavours by his 
| yy perſonal 
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perſonal intercourſe, as well as his public 


ſervices, to confirm the ſouls of the diſciples, 


exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 


teaching the afflifted that we muſt through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of heaven. 


(Acts xiv. 22.);—if he is alſo careful, as you, 
Sir, are very ſenſible a miniſter ought to be, 


to ſhew himſelf an example to the believers, in 


word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
faith, in purity, taking heed to himſelf, to his 
doctrine, and to all the flock: —if theſe are his 

| conſcientious endeavours, he will certainly 


find the chriſtian miniftry neither eaſy nor 


indolent ; he will not be an unprofitable 
member of the community, but a worthy and 
uſeful ſervant of the public, and of the high- 


eſt intereſts of men. More eſpecially, my 


dear brother, if a miniſter pays due attention, 


not only to his outward conduct in life, that 


the miniſtry may not be blamed, but to his 
own heart, that he may imbibe the nobleſt 


principles of action, purify and exalt his af- 
fections, and bring his mind under the go- 


verning influence of the religion he diſpenſes 
to others; if he takes care to keep alive and 


vigorous in his own breaſt, a ſupreme regard 
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10 the bleſſed God, an affectionate gratitude 
to Jeſus Chriſt, fervent charity for the ſouls 
of men, and tender, ſtrong attachments to 
thoſe who have committed their ſpiritual 


Intereſts to his truſt ; if he conſiders himſelf 


in his true connexion with his people, as their 
appointed inſtructor, monitor, friend and 
comforter ; choſen by them to make chriſti- 
anity appear eaſy to their underſtandings, and 
amiable to their hearts, to lead them into 
ſuch an acquaintance with it, that they may 


venerate and eſteem it above all earthly poſ- 


ſeſſions, live by its precepts, and be prepared 
to die under its influence, and partake of its 
final bleſſedneſs:— If a miniſter ſtudies to fill 
up ſuch a character as this, he will find it, as 
to himſelf, an appointment of labour; and, 
whatever the worldly and profane may ſay, 
ſuch perſons in their ſeveral ſtations, are the 
lights of the world, the ſalt of the earth, the ſer- 
vants of the moſt high God, holding forth the 
word bf life, and prone to men the way Y 
| fatvation. 


V. Arr good miniſters have exceeding - 


great encouragement to animate them tg theſe 
endeavours, 


E 
endeavours, from the aſſurance given them in 
the text, bat every man ſhall receive his own 
reward "neg 70 wot own Labour. . 


* Ter miniſters ſhould expect, as ſuch, 

to undergo an impartial examination and trial, 

that the rewards due to them in that ſolemn 
character, may be exactly and finally adjuſt- 

ed. Yes, my dear brother, we are all ac- 
countable for the office we ſuſtain, and muſt 
in a little while paſs a public ſcrutiny,” 
1 | _ as — ans __ as ere but 
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an account 2 this Rewardſhip of the Hani: 
grace of God, that it may appear how we 
| have diſcharged the truſt repoſed in us, im 
proved our talents, and reſpective opportuni- | 
ties for ufefulneſs. We are informed by the 
| Apoſtle that we are to watch for ſouls, as thoſe 
that muſt give an account, and our grand concern 
| ſhould be that we may do it with joy, and nut 
with grief: for that would be unprofitable to our. 
people, and ruinous to ourſelves. Heb. x11. I7. 
In. the view of that day we muſt: therefore 
conduct all our miniſtrations, keeping back 
| 4 nothing 


F A ) 


nothing from our hearers which is proper to 
be. communicated to them, © not ſhunning to 


declare the whole counſel of God, that we 


may keep ourſelves pure from the blood of 
all men; that whether they hear, or whether 
they forbear, we may deliver our own ſouls.” 


2. Wan it is ſaid, every man ſhall receive 


bis own reward according to his own labour ; 

this may imply that he ſhall be rewarded a- 
greeable to the nature of his labour. It is, 
my dear brother, a ſolemn reflection that a 

- miniſter may be ſtudious, diligent and labori- 


ous, and yet be entitled to little or no recom- 


penſe, for want of employing himſelf in thoſe 
duties which would render him moſt ſervice- 


able to the cauſe of Chriſt, and to the fouls 
of men. A man of education and taſte may 


eaſily contract a habit of literary application, 
and be aſſiduous in purſuit of a favourite ſci- 
ence, the acquiſition of which may terminate 
_ chiefly in his own honour, emolument, or 
gratification. Others may accumulate a great 
deal of knowledge, which while they live may 
lie concealed and uſeleſs, and when they die, 
may die with them, without making the world, 


wiſer 
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wiſer or better; Miniſters may labour more 
chan is neceſſary in the ornament and poliſn 
of their compoſitions, tending to weaken ra- 
ther than give force to their addreſſes, and 
miſpending much important time. They may 
labour to propagate and eſtabliſn their own 
ſpeculative opinions, and conjectures on ſub- 
jects of ſmall importance, or doubtful diſpu- 
tation, thus ſtriving to make converts to their 
own errors and prejudices, more than to the 
plain and momentous truths of the goſpel. 
They may labour to advance the intereſt of a 
party, inſtead of the general intereſt and union 
of the chriſtian church. They may ſtudy to 
ſer off their diſcourſes with falſe and affected 
_ oratory, with violent, theatrical attitudes, acti- 
on, and utterance, and all © the enticing words 
of man's wiſdom,” inſtead of “ that which the 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth.” Bur as theſe are arts 
by which men often court a vain popularity, 
rather than the honour of God, they may 

juſtly apprehend that final deciſion, Yerily I 
ſay unts you, ye have your reward. It therefore 
becomes miniſters to take care, firſt, that 
they hold the foundation, and then, how and 
what they build upon it. For, as the Apoſtle 
G 2 aſſerts 


(% ) 
aſſerts in immediate connexion with the text, 
Fam man build upon this foundation gold, filver, 
precious ftones, or, on the contrary, wood, bay, 
and ftubble, he muſt expect his reward accord- 
ing to the nature of his work; becauſe every 
man's work ſhall be made manifeſt ; for the fire 
ſhall try every man's work of what fort it is. 
And if a man's work abide which he hath 
built thereupon, he ſhall receive a reward : 
but if any man's work ſhall be burnt, be ſhall 
ſuffer loſs: yet if he has been a ſincere, though 
a miſtaken man, be himſelf ſhall be ſaved, 
but ſo as by fire. Thus it appears, that mini- 
ſters are to be recompenſed according to the 
nature of their work. So long, therefore, as 
ve adhere to the genuine doctrines of ſcripture, 
not handling the word of God deceitfully, 
taking care that we do not corrupt it by any 
foreign mixtures, or conceal, or miſrepreſent 
it, through mean compliances, for any world- 
ly ends; ſo far as we labour to build upon 


the firm foundation of evangelical principles, 


the fair and noble ſuperſtructure of virtue and 
holineſs, peace and charity; we may modeſt- 
ly and reaſonably hope to be rewarded ac- 
cording to the nature of our work. IM 
3. Every 
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9. -Every man ſhall receive bis own reward 
— to bis own labour; or in proportion 
to his fidelity, diligence and zeal in executing 


this great truſt. All miniſters cannot indeed 


labour alike. They have not equal degrees 
of health, ſtrength, ſpirits, natural activity, 


or providential advantages. Some have more 


leiſure from the care of families, or the anxi- 


eties and neceſſities of life, than others. For 


A1 theſe, and many other differences, the 
maſter we ſerve will make equitable allowance, 
and will only expect from us an improvement 
proportioned to our talents. But, my dear 
brother, when theſe advantages or diſadvan- 


tages are adjuſted, by that unerring Being, 


ah divides to every man ſeverally as he will, 
then the miniſter who ſows ſparingly, ſhall reap 
ſparingly; and he that ſows bountifully, ſhall 
reap bountifully. The God whom we ſerve 
«will not be unrighteous to forget our work of 


faith, or labour of love, in that we have mi- 
niſtered to his ſaints, or do miniſter :” every 
ſincere endeavour in which we engage, pri- 


vate or public, to fulfil the deſigns of the 


miniſtry, will enhance our future recompenſe 


and brighten our Crown. 
4. THoucn 


e 
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4. Tuovon it is declared, that every man 


| ſhall receive his own reward according to his own 


labour; from whence it becomes evident that 


| the more a miniſter exerts himſelf, the more 

| ſhall he be diſtinguiſhed : yet we cannot from 
hence infer that there ſhall be a ftri& and ab- 
ſolute proportion between our ſervices, in 
themſelves conſidered, and-the future rewards 


of the goſpel. No, my dear fir, the recom- 


penſe of faithful miniſters will abundantly ex- 


ceed, not only all our labours and detercy, 
but our higheſt qr ncoreeh 5 


THERE 1s muck pleaſure to be found at 
preſent, from an upright diſcharge of the duties 


of our ſtation. The thought of being em- 


ployed to carry on the nobleſt purpoſes of 
divine wiſdom and mercy to a ſinful world, 
and being made inſtrumental to ſave ourſelves 
and them that hear us; cannot but open a 


ſpring of pure ſatisfaction, to a pious and 
benevolent mind. Nor is it an inconſiderable 
conſolation to think, that the ſeeds we are 


endeavouring to plant and water in the church 
of God, may Preys riſe. up, and bear the 
fruits 
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| 601 of virtue, piety, and happineſs when 
we are laid in che duſt. 


5 Dr how liberal, unbounded, and god- 
like are the promiſes which reſpect he future 
recompenſe of all good miniſters! They that 
are wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the brighmeſs of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to right- 
 eonſneſs as the ſtars for ever and ever. Who 


is that faithful and wiſe fteward, whom his 


Lord ſhall make a ruler over his houſehold, to 
give them their portion of meat in due ſeaſon ? 
Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when he 
cometh ſhall find ſo doing. When the chief ſhep- 


herd fhall appear, Je ſhall receive a crown Ld 
glory that ec not away. _ 


Iris alſo a great encouragement to mi- 


niſters, that their final acceptance and reward 


do not depend upon their ſucceſs with man- 
kind, but upon their own diligence and 
bdeley. Though we ſhould have reaſon. 
to ſay, Who bath believed our report? and to 


whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? Yea, 


though we ſhould fay, I have laboured in 
vain and Jpen my agi for . get 
Lend 
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ſurely our judgment is with the Lord, and our 


work with our God. Every man is to receive 


his own reward according to his own labour, 
not according to the capricious views, and 
uncertain diſpoſitions of men. If, therefore, 


we are upright and pious in our aims, and 


| diligent, humble and zealous in our endea- 
vours; © though Iſrael be not gathered, yet 
ſhall we be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, 
and our God ſhall be our ſtrength :” for ſays 
the Apoſtle, We are a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, 
in them that are ſaved, and i in them that periſh.” oY 


Tuus have I endeavoured to illuſtrate 


the leading ſentiments of the paſſage before 


us; and now, my dear brother, ſhall only 


detain your attention to the ollowing obvious 


and 1 important inferences. 


As it will be the buſineſs of your life 
a Tabu to improve your hearers in the 


| knowledge and practice of religion, it muſt 
alſo be your great and ſerious concern, that 
while you water others, you may be watered 
alſo yourſelf :—that you may continually im- 
prove in the principles and virtues you incul- 


cate. You muſt be ſenfible, Sir, that mini- 


ſters are in dap cer of overlooking themſelves, 


even 
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even in their moſt zealous addreſſes to others. 
An habitual converſe with divine things may, 
if we are not upon our guard, make them 
too familiar, and abate their. influence upon 
dur on minds. We ſhould therefore fre- 
quentiy admit the reflection, that we are 
preaching to ourſelves, and are at leaſt as 


deeply concerned in the meſſage we bear as 5 


others; nay, in ſome reſpects more forcibly 
obliged by the precepts and prohibitions, 
which we ourſelves, under ſo many ſolemn 
circumſtances, announce. Thou that teacheſt 
another, teacheft thou not thyſelf ? We ſhould 
apply every thing as much as poſſible to our 
own hearts, © leſt having preached to others 
we ourſelves ſhould be caſt-aways.” Our 
Lord prayed, concerning the firſt miniſters of 
his kingdom, that © they might be ſanctified, 
chrough the truth,” they were to deliver to the 
world. And the Apoſtle ſays, all things are 
of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf, 
and committed to us the miniſtry of reconci- 
liation;” firſt reconciled us, and then entruſted 
us with the great charge of een the 
embaſſy of reconciliation. 


2. Sixck we are labourers of God, whoſe 
H | whole 
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whole ſucceſs f is aſeribed to the n 0 concur- 


rence I have planted, Appollos watered, zut 
God gave the increaſe ; ſo then, he that plantetb 


is nothing, nor he that watereth, but God that 


giveth the increaſe; —it hence becomes the duty 
of all chriſtian miniſters, to live in a conſtant = 
and devout dependence on the bleſſing of 

God, and earneſtly and humbly to implore 

his aſſiſtance and grace, to crown their beſt en- 


deavours. This, my dear brother, has been 
the immediate and moſt important buſineſs of 


this ſolemn day. And nothing can be more : 


rational, or ſcriptural, than ſuch acknowledg- 


ments of our need of the divine benediction. 

Chearfully hoping that theſe prayers will be 
abundantly. anſwered ; that theſe ſervices may 

quicken us all in the duties of our ſtations; 
and that your people, aſſiſted in their way to 


eternal life by your miniſtry and example, 
will be your hope, and joy, and crown of re- 


joicing in the preſence of the Lord Jeſus— 
We cornmend you to God, and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to build us up, and 


to give us an inheritance amongſt them that 
are ſanctified by faith in Jeſus Chriſt,” Amen. 


THE EN D. 
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